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man who represented that the hook was in support of the right of the Soudan man. I shall he.very glad to court an inquiry on the subject.
In the hook in question, I haye discussed on the claims of the twenty persons who preceded the Mehdi of Soudan and excelled the latter in birth, learning and religious professions and practices. These men proclaimed themselves to "be Mehdis hut were subsequently found out to he imposters. How could the Soudan man he acknowledged as the true Mehdi? The following passage is clearly in point.
" To me the Mehdi of Soudan has caused the disturbances to wage war but his claims to Mehdiship are totally false. In Egypt he waged war and the British Grovernment is trying to put down the disturbances."
The claims of the false Mehdis are described at pages 12 to 121. At page 118, lines 13 and 14, the following sentences occur;
"No proofs are forthcoming to shew that the claimant at Soudan is the promised Mehdi who will appear at the general destruction. Where are the true traits in his character, and the signs of the time as described by Mahommed in the Hadis and his disciples in their sayings ? Such claims were made by his predecessors but were proved false."
At page 19 it is said,
" It is likely that this man may be a Mujuddid (Eeformer) of the faith, though he is not so described in the newspapers."